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‘ Dr. Ramesh J. Perkar

Assistant professor , POL.SCI,, Govt. College of Arts & Science Aurangabad
; ;

o W challenge to our national security is fast emerging on the country’s horizon in the
of Naxalite problem, it’s phenomenal growth and spread into 15 of our states. It defieg
'e on. They seem to be drawing their inspiration from the Maoist uprising in Nepal, which
jusnﬁca,ided them new zeal and motivation to replicate the same in India. They are becoming
mg;er:;d more belligerent in central and south India. The Maoist of Nepal and their ideological

s pWG and MCC seem determined to carve out what they call “compact revol
protil

qone” €X
(nil Nadu to give them access to the bay of Bengal as well as the Indian ocean. This corridor

s dangerous potentials and must never be allowed to be established. The recent merger of two
=4 .
biggest and most powerful Maoist rebel organizations, i.e. PWG and MCC into CPI (Maoist),

xd merger of their guerilla armies into a single entity as people’s liberation guerilla army

utionary
ending from Nepal through Bihar and then to Dandakamaya regions extending up to

(PLGA) is a sign of things to come. At the time of merger announcement on 15 October 2004,
S Akkiraju Haragopal alias Ramkrishna (PWG) and Ganpathy (MCC) the two top most

 leaders stated their objective

A remote village in the state of west Bengal gave birth to a movement which challenged

 the rule of law and those who ruled in the name of democracy. Naxal, Naxalites and Naxalism

symbolism terrorism in a form which has not yet received any concrete definition. They are a
goup of extremists with no belief in parliamentary democracy. They exploit the grievances of

poor people living in remote areas and suffering from social and economic disparities. Tribal and
others |

iving in remote areas with minimal access to benefits of progress and developments like
heal

th, education and employment are not greatly interested in abstract things like freedom of
Ieligion, freedom of press or right to vote. Their basic needs are right to cultivation, freedom
f . ]

M exploitation and access to minimum standard of living. Many of them do not have the

0 ; »
Portunity to share the country’s conviction in democracy and justice to all. Some of them have

not i
peobeen able to gain the benefits of freedom, democracy, development and govemnance. Such
Ple, the victims of dis

parities, inequalities and social tension become ideal breeding ground

fO!‘ Mg, i
"%@nt%}lke Naxalites.
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nt ond its cadres was the emergency impog in g
vel leaders of the movement were Cithe

The next hammer on naxal moveme

I ne orass root le i
Maost of the elite members as well 08 Brss 1€ y arrest. For some time, it Seemeq tin
weape st
Juilst many veterans went underground o esei] 150 with tho end of Emergencya » Naxy
movement would die in India. But it entered a new pass nd 4

977 general elections. The new ang .

ne“z
I'St non‘
0\’ement

“ i er at the center after |
lovernment eame into power at the et e ‘ ' ‘
: g | leaders from jails following a nationwide -

i ¢ in the country and abroad.
organized by various human rights groups in the country ot M
However, the series of developments linked to the naxa i Bmentay,
‘ itted to the ideology of ¢
in the ranks of Naxalism, But almost all the groups committe gy of the Movemg.

" ich was not di inv
traced their origin to the common political forum CPI (ML) which v irectly iny olved i,

congress government released naxal

armed rebellion but in propagating the ideology of Naxalbari movement and mobilising People
in favour of'it. On the other hand, the People's War Group (PWG) in Andhra Pradesh ang Magigt
Communist Centre (MCC) in Bihar preferred to go on the path of guerilla warfare. Duﬁng the
last two decades since the 1980s, these two different streams of the Naxalite movement hay,
been staging armed resistance and rebellion in their respective zones against police force,
administration, landlords and Business communities. During the past years, the armed Naxalite
groups have emerged as the main challenge to the government of India. These groups haye

largely expanded their influence zone and naxal movement in India is now reco

gnized as a part
of the Maoist activism world over.

Naxalism is not only a law and order problem but a direct result of under-
More than 150 districts in the country are affected by Maoist violence. These are
backward areas of the country where poorest of the poor live. Civil adminis
have withdrawn from seriously affected areas leaving the people to fend for th

development.
among the most
tration appears to

emselves. Thereis

The Naxalite movement in West Be
territory called “Naxalbari”. |t is a police statj istri
— ' on under Siligur sub-divic: :eeling district

ﬁ‘VGS?B\&igal in may,1967. Surl sub-division of Darjecling

The leader of the Naxalbar; d
Se NG ari al an
3 fangal Suithal (1) This norg ere Charu Mazumdar, Kanu Sany

o

s
S

S
: et
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5o €35k pefore 1971, Bangladesh was the €astern wip

; . g of Paki

o B g s . E ista :

e by [slamabad until it achieved independence, n and, obviously, it was
a}“ 1

F qhe strategic significance of this areq of about 100 s

o

quare miles lies in the fact that it is

! - )
) 13t0 14 miles wide which connects

o
& Sape T

ot East frontier (NEFA), Nagaland, Manipur ang Tripura
: There is significant evidence to establist

faﬂﬂﬂﬁl powers and adjoining states wh
¢

ocated at the point of India’s narrowest corridor,
) L ] ’
ygin portion of India’s land mass wi
i

:n the fact that this area has attracted the attention
0 wished to create difficulties for India externally as

walles internally. -
Naxalism is not the problem; rather it is the Symptom of a problem’
& To eliminate N

axalism, it is not enough to eliminate their leaders, imprison their rank and
#1o or 2rrange for mass surrenders of men and weapons. You do all of that and you can still fail;

cew leaders will rise, the cadres will return and weapons are easy enough to get (sometimes from

&2 seme ordnance factories that supply the Indian army, as the recent arms seizure in Bengal
indicates).

To truly eliminate Naxalism we must undercut their raison d’étre, their reason for being.
Remember while their methods may be abhorrent, most of their goals (apart from overthrowing
tie government) are not. Therefore, we must fulfill their goals for them. If they have nothing to
fight for, they won’t fight. In Nepal, Maoists made headway and paralyzed the government. It
suweeeded in coming to some terms with the other parties and formed a government. Nepal being
2 very small country with little resources, Maoists could create havoc in the country. Their
tarrorist actions were successful although they claim it as a liberation movement from the feudal
prncely rule. Thus we see that Communism believes in terrorism to achieve its ends although
taey claim their actions as Guerilla V‘varfare. There is a very thin line between Guerilla war and
terrorism and this line in fact has disappeared in the modem days. Thus communists and
terrorists can be considered complimentary in many aspects of consideration. '
State-Wise Left Wing Extremist Violence From 2008 To 2011

S 20082009 2009-2010 2010-2011 20112012
| Incidents | Deaths | Incidents Deaths | Incidents | Deaths Isr;mdents é)geaths
(s 8 46 66 18 100 24
73 232 72 |307 o7 |34 62
242|529 200 | 625 343 | 465 204
207 | 742 208 | 501 157 | 517 182

T , £ 40776
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(Ministry Of Home A ffairs,Annual Report-201 1‘2012). " - 1

India’s Naxalite problem is rooted in socio-economic disparities, something that 'Wlll only
be compounded as State governments push ahead with SEZs and 'development Projects that
threaten to displace semiliterate tribesmen and farmers. Though India has se\teral paramilitary
organizations whose sole focus is combating Naxalites, security personnel are in poor conditiop
to tackle the menace. Many junior and midlevel police officers are severely demoralized zpg
frustrated by overly confident senior officials and policymakers who cannot cut through Indig’s
bureaucracy and coordinate across state lines against the Naxalites. This lack of coordination
also 1argely results from law-and-order issues falling under exclusive control of the State
governments. The central government in New Delhi cannot directly deal with the Naxalite threat
in the states, and ideological differences among ruling parties at the federal and state levels result

in incoherent policies across the country.

The Naxalite problem, which Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh described as the
single biggest INTERNAL SECURITY CHALLENGE ever faced b

y India, shows no sign of
easing. Inevitably,

foreign investors looking to expand their operations outside India’s urban
areas must take it into consideration.(New Delhi,May,24,2010)
Despite the need to ease the tribals' poverty and blunt t

he appeal of the Naxalites, New
Delhi still treats the insurgency largely as a law-

and-order problem. States like Chhattisgarh,
, have
the tribals and given the force arms and special prote

Salwa Judum ("Peace Mission"),

to poorly run, disease-i

whose ill-trained police force is overwhelmed

ction under the law. The vigilantes, called
have made homeless

Wwa Judum were uns 1. but the state
government has vigorously defended the group. nsuccessfu
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have been advised to take the

easures:-
Time-bound action for augmenting the police force in the State
police-population ratio), and for filling up existing vacancies,
police Stations/areas affected by Left Wing Extremism violence,
Develop suitable incentives for officials posted in these areas and a rotation
such officials.

Action to ensure that the Police Stations and Police Out-

(with reference to

particularly in the

policy for

Posts in the areas affected by

Left Wing Extremism activities are provided the necessary infrastructure in terms of
secure Police Station buildings with perimeter security, barracks, armoury, mess

arrangements, etc.

Urgently earmark a reasonable component of the State Police for special
commando/jungle warfare related training, for which establishment of training
facilities within the State and, in the interim, tie up with the Army, Central Armed
Police Forces and other States using such facilities as are available.

SﬁmgtheMﬁg the capabilities of intelligence gathering in the State with special thrust
on strengthening these arrangements in the Left Wing Extremism affected areas.
Adherence to the standard operating pfocedures for various types of police and
security force operations so as to pre-empt possible attacks and minimize casualties.
Focused measures to ensure that the field and intermediate level functionaries of key
departments such as health, education, drinking water, electricity, revenue and other
development departments are available and accessible to the people. This would not
only include filling up of posts/vacancies, but also arrangements for their stay in the
area of their posting.

Identify critical infrastructure and development projects in the affected areas, as also
critical infrastructure gaps, particularly in the sphere of connectivity, and formulate
action plans to ensure the tix.ncly implementation of such projects.

Create mechanisms for public grievance redressal, mass contact and public
aWareness, for creating an overall positive environment and confidence of the people

in the loca] administrative machinery. !
Under 5 well conceived strategy, a publicity and counter s

7

QA\Iie mounted,
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Moeasures taken by the Central ioilcrnstatc s
T 3 sy 2 in

R 01rdc:iomcz‘xing of the concerned State Govemnments, who dea] diremy
1€ Left Wing Extremism activities in the States. The Centry
n and coordinates and supplements their effor in
tral Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and Commap &
Battalions for Resolute Action (CoBRA); sanction of India Reser\ie (I.R) battalions, setting yp o
; Terrorism (CIAT) schools; modernization and upgradation of the
r Intelligence apparatus under the Scheme for Modernization of State Police
Forces (MPF scheme); re-imbursement of security related expenditure under the Security
Related Expenditure (SRE) Scheme; filling up critical infrastructure gaps under the scheme for
Special Infrastructure in Leftwing Extremism affected States; assistance in training of State

Police through Ministry of Defence, Centra
g of intelligence; facilitating inter-State coordination; assisting special

action with respect to maintenance of Iy
W

and order lies primarily 10 t

with the various issues related to

Govemnment closely monitors the situatio
g Cen

several ways. These include providin

Counter Insurgency and Ant

State Police and thei

1 Police Organisations and Bureau of Police Research

and Development; sharin
intra-State and inter-State coordinated joint operations, assistance in community policing and

civic actions and assistance in development works through a range of schemes of different

Central Ministries.
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