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REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Vocabulary development has acquired a wide
scope in the ficlds like pedagogy, ectymology,
morphology, lexicography, semantics, semiotics etc. A
fot of work is done in the arca of Vocabulary
development through roots. The focus of most of this
work was on the native speakers and their vocabulary
development. But there is a lot of scope in the study of
prngmalic fluctuations of the words derived from a
single root form. No special attempt has been made to
develop an innovative pedagogical approach to tackle
the confusion arising from these pragmatic fluctuations
of words and their roots.
INTRODUCTION

When a teacher implements the ‘root forms’
technique as a vocabulary development tool, a student
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gamble as the meanings of thc words are not always
likcly to follow the saumc pattern. A student might
derive a completely unintended mcaning. This
necessitates a meticulous study of the semantic pattern
of roots. This papcr aims at cnlisting a number of
words and their roots in a tabulated form. Words which
follow the scmantic pattern and show a strong scmantic
conncction with the root are tagged as “strong’. The

ones which are moderately close to the root form are
tagged as “modcrate”. And words which have nd
evident  connection  (inclusive of far-fetched
connections) are tagged as ‘“weak”. Some common
words which are subject to multiple meanings arc
further subcategorized in the table. Itis to be noted that
not “every” meaning is dealt with and meanings bascd
on general, day-to-day usage have been discussed. The
tabulated list of words is followed by a detailed

expects to be able to derive the meaning of a word if

she happens to be familiar with the meaning of the root commcntary.
form of that particular word. This can be quitc a
DISCUSSION
Root and its words Word Semantic Connection with
meanings/definitions explanations
A. | aster/astro
(star, star-shaped) -
Astranomy the branch of science which | STRONG (Study of stars)
deals with celestial objects,
space, and the physical
universe as a whole.
Astrophysics the branch of astronomy | STRONG (Physics of stars, celestial
concerned with the physical | bodies)
nature of stars and other
celestial bodies, and the
application of the laws and
theories of physics to the
interpretation of
astronomical observations.
Asteroid a small rocky body orbiting | STRONG (Star-like,
the sun. Large numbers of | Resembling a star)
these, ranging enormously in
size, are found between the
orbits of Mars and Jupiter,
though some have more
eccentric orbits.
| Asterisk a symbol (*) used in text as a STRONG (the sign resembles a small
pointer to an annotation or | star) —
footnote.
| Astranaut a person who is trained to STRONG One who travels into stars
travel in a spacecraft. (i.e. space)
| Monaster a bl{ilding or buil.dings WEAK (Far-fetched connection)
occupied by a community of
monks living under religious
VOWS.
Y S e
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B. | Vis
gi.:'e, ook the faculty or state of being | STRONG It
on
able to see.
STRONG
isi unable to be seen, — ! —
;nflpliin a system for converting visual | STRONG (Device oy whic), “IT‘"C;
cleyis images (with sound) into | are seen from far away)
electrical signals, transmitting
them by radio or other
means, and displaying them
electronically on a screen.
Visitor a person visiting someone or | STRONG (One who COMes to geq)
somewhere, especially
femn socially or as a tourist.
Reyise reconsider and alter | STRONG ('l‘osgcto.'u;ain)
(something) in the light of
further evidence,
Visage a _person’s  face, with | MODERATE
reference to the form or
proportions of the features,
—of Countenance
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belng Injected. -

knowledge studied or taught
in a school, college, or
university.

b) Adjective. - likely or prone
to be affected by (a particular
condition or  occurrence,
typlcally an unwelcome or
unpleasant one).

Eject force or throw (somecthing) | STRONG Throw out
out fu a violent or sudden
way. A
Delected sad and depressed; dispirited. | MODERATE (Lhrown down by
destiny )
Conjecture an  opinfon or conclusion WEAK
formed on the basis of
incomplete information.
Subject a)  Noun. branch  of | a) WEAK

b) WEAK

Root and its words

Word meanings/definitions

Semantic Connection and

explanations

Fect

(to make ,to do )

Perfect having all the required or STRONG (Thoroughly made)
desirable elements, qualities,
or characteristics; as good as
it is possible to be.

Defect a shortcoming, imperfection, | STRONG (Not made right)
or lack.

Effective successful in producing a | MODERATE (Able to get things
desired or intended result. done)

Infect affect (a persom, organism, STRONG (Make way into the body)
etc.) with a disease-causing ’
organism. :

Alfect have an effect on; make a | MODERATE Done towards
difference to.

Confection an elaborate sweet dish or | WEAK (far-fetched connection)
delicacy.

Refectory a large room in a monastery, WEAK (far-fetched connection)

school, etc. where

college,

meals are eaten.
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Ver ] /
ruth : ] ’ .

_lﬂ:%ict a decision on an issue of fact S'ITRONG ‘ (‘true saying, or =
in a civil or criminal case or | said by a jury)
an inquest.

Verity make sure or demonstrate ’STR(,)NG (to make sure SO”‘C‘thing :
that (something) is true, | ‘true’)
accurate, or justified,

VCl‘acity Noun: a)conformity to facts; STRONG

accuracy.
b) habitual truthfulness.
Ve Adverb: used for emphasis ISTRONG ‘truly’

]
. the appearance of being true | STRONG
orreal,
. speaking or representing the
truth,

feelings of pity and sorrow for
Someone else's misfortune,

the ability to understanq and
share the feelings ofanother.

arousin
through
Sadness
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Rootand its words

Wond meanings/definitions

Hum (ground)
(Latin: Humus)

Semantic Connection

Universe

P S

Volurme: 34

Issne' S| May| 2019

counterpart of a fact
or truth.

Exhumation the actlon of digging up | STRONG
something buried, especially
Q COIPSE,
Humble having or showing a modest MODERATE
or low estimate of one's
importance.
Humiliate make  (someonc)  feel | MODERATE
ashamed and foolish by
injuring their dignity and
pride,
Posthumous occurring,  awarded,  or | WEAK
appearing after the death of
the origlnator.
Humility the quality of having a modest | MODERATE
or low view of one's
Importance.
Humus the organic component of soil, | STRONG
formed by the decomposition
of leaves and other plant
material by soil
microorganisms.
Humic relating to or consisting of STRONG
humus.
Rootand its words Word meanings/definitions Semantic Connection
G. | Verse (Turned)
Averse having a strong dislike of ar | STRONG
opposition to something.
Converse engage in conversation. MODERATE
Irreversible not able to be undone or | STRONG
altered. '
Reverse a) move backwards. a) STRONG
b) make (something) b) STRONG
the opposite of what
it was.
Obverse a) the side of a coin or a) WEAK
medal bearing the
head or principal
design.
b) the opposite or b) MODERATE

considered as a whole; the

cosmos. _The  universe s

o
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all existing matter and space
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and contains a vast number of
galaxies; it I.ms b?cn
expanding since its creatlo;
in the Big Bang about 1
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— : st, | STRONG
/\d-v_c—mnry one's opponent in a contest \

onflict, or dispute.
I. Vcrsus :fgainst (especially in sporting | STRONG
and legal use). :
Anniversary the dftc on which an event | MODERATE
took place or an instiru.txon
was founded in a previous
e year.
Conversation a talk, especially an informal | MODERATE

one, between two or more
people, in which news and
fdeas are exchanged.

Verse writing arranged with a | WEAK
metrical rhythm, typically

having a rhyme.
showing a great deal of STROM

variety; very different.
a  particular  form  of | WEAK
something differing in certain
respects from an earlier form
or other forms of the same
e of thing,

Diverse

Version

Semantic Connection
n. the mentg] action or STRONG

process of acquiring
knowledge and
undexstanding through
thought, experience, and the
senses, ,

V. ide_ntffy (someone
Something)  frop having

encountered them before:
know again, '

Rootand jts words

Recognize

MODERATE

Adj, having
awarenegs,

n. forcknow!cdge of an event
Specially 44 2 form o}
cxtrasensory Perception,

n‘ 3
People whq are Cspecially W——'/

v
)vell' Informed abouyt
2Micular Subjecy, ’ .
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