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questionable decisions made by the British and 'Frcnch OFCUP');;ZE
powers in the rwentieth century. He states that rgcnprc)ca.l recognit '
of the rights of the various religious and ethnic communities 13
precondition to the creation of two states.
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| CHINA'S HEGEMONY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

The South China Sea is poised to be the next big geopolincal thatre' v;
and freedom of navigation is at the centre of attention. Attar Rabbant.
reviews the claims and counterclaims to the area, asse.sse.? Fhe energy
reserves that allegedly sit beneath it and analyses its significance as i
maritime crossroads. His main argument is that although theﬁz Soutd
China Sea is important from the point of view of trade, fishing an
energy reserves, Chinas strategic concerns trump them all.

80

%ggﬁmgggéE&%RggﬁﬂC&, LEGAL AND ECONOMIC
IMPLICATIONS ‘
Piracy is a real and ever-growing threat to seafarers and all sh.1ps
run the risk of an attack at any moment with pirates becoming
increasingly ruthless in their actions. States have taken steps at the
international and regional levels to combat piracy, including through
legal frameworks. Shatakshi Johri and S Krishnan evaluate the
adequacy of the measures and discuss the current challenges to the
implementation of anti-piracy norms.

THE INDO-JAPAN RELATIONSHIP 102
AN OVERVIEW OF THE CURRENT SCENARIO

Following decades of relative aloofness in the Cold War climate, the

end of American-Soviet bipolarity heralded a new era of growing

cordiality and cooperation between India and Japan. Mohd Rizwan

Alam highlights the developments as well as major changes that have

taken place in Indo—Japanese bilateral relations.

TROUBLED AREAS IN SOUTH ASIA

ANALYSING THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF TOURISM IN KASHMIR
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CuiNa'Ss HEGEMONY
N THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

. o . It is one
The South China Sea is poised to be the next big gEOPOZ;”;“ll :Z;:riofnmﬁ“
of the busiest and most important maritime TOuIeS for globa t r/;e entre of
and energy supply. The freedom of navigarion ¥ therefore @ ddbars and
antention. The sea is dotted by many atolls, cays islands, reef ¢

' ' ‘on as their own.
shoals, so situated that all littoral countries claim the region

: sesses the
This paper reviews the claims and counterclaims to the ared, 4s.

energy reserves thar allegedly sit beneath it and zmalyses. its sz'gnz'][‘i;]anceha:/ji l
maritime crossroads. The main argument of the paper is that, alt ho'ug o |
South China Sea is important from the point of view of trade, fishing |

) ' them all.
87187'9’ TEsServes, C/?lﬂﬂ.f Sﬁ'dtfglf concerns Wm]) ‘

"ATTAR RABBANI

INTRODUCTION

major regional actors are China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia,

Malaysia and Brunei and their actions are guided by narrow national
interests. Although they invoke long-term regional stability as a guiding
variable, in reality their goals are nothing but self-promotion. Therefore, the
talk of virtues of freedom (of navigation), equality (of access), mutual respect
(of sovereignty) and peaceful settlement (of disputes) makes little sense. The
fight is not as much for upholding the virtues of freedom of navigation or the

The South China Sea is fast becoming a theatre of brinkmanship. The
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peaceful settlement of m
bur rather about reclaiming many
South China Sea.

All

and vie for more. The status quo Suits §

The imperative 1s a0 ingredient

called power, which is the currency
to marginalise alternative VOICes and
The power

ideational,
the

privilege suitable ones.
ingredients——cconomic,
milicary ~ or political——shapc
manoeuvrings of the parties. China,

the most powerful lictoral claimant is
while others are

playing its cards well,
ake their voices heard.

struggling to m
lative

Given Beijings power position I€
1o other claimants, it has lictle respect
for alternative perspectives The main
argument of this paper is that although
the area is important from the trade,
commerce and energy point of view,
China’s strategic concerns trump
the claims and ¢

energy reserve

CLAIMS AND COUNTERCLAIMS

¢ Jeast, six lictoral countries—China,

alaysia and Brunei—claim all,
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shape the manoeuvrings of the
the most power
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power, whic
marginalise

parties. China,
littoral claimant is playing
well, while others are struggling

to make their voices heard.

The first section of the paper illuminates \
ies and the second assesses the
third section analyses the significance
urth presents the main argument.
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Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia,
some of 2 few of the islands in the

South China Sea. The claims and counterclaims are based on several factors

ranging from history to the United Nations Convention on
UNCLOS) (Jon Lunn and Arabella Lang, The Soush China Sea
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\?:;5 y online at https.//mscardxbncﬁngs.parliamcm‘sﬂ:)

the Law of the Sea
Dispare, House of Commons London Briching

China’s claim (the Nine-Dash
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£ factors. (Undermonding Cronss -

frsT B

Line) rests on a combination of T e o
§ . o f :5 ;6' "E.’E:éﬂ 3£ :_’_:',’ ﬁlft’_-'_:'-v—' i . B
Institute for Security and Development Policy. Scodnaiz . 9 leas fad hees

Dispuses, L
and Sprady & :
Paracel and 2P i

historical and according to Beijing, the | o bouses
under the jurisdiction of different Chinese dynasties for m:f w ok 35
and the UNCLOS does not really matter. The’ second ‘:ictc(*:f &:;;;d i
according to several reliable accounts, the islands in the S’f’ — L Fudis
large energy reserves. China being the world’s 'lﬂgﬁt mfxp;ffi;&%ﬁﬁe “
views them as potential sources of energy. The thu'd facror is ¢ ‘L:-m‘ﬁg;éé o

as the South China Sea is one of the world's busiest MATTTIE =227 of dheas

regional economies like Japan, Souch Korea and Tarwan

recerve mOSt

all Chinese LmpOrts Tavers< che same FOUE-

?”\ imports through ic. Similarly; almost e and srings
b Beijing therefore wishes to control if not all then at legst the 3 ;d ;mﬁom{k
b The final factor is strategic as China is 00W the sccon_d largest ‘:‘"Q; _:TW e
» is probably the only meaningful rival to the pO¥er influence and SEAEEE o
b ' i rld’s lone superposveL Slowhy buz sure
United States of America (US), the wo ; S
) Beijing has been securing its Jands, skies and seas o expand it sraregic
) and the South China Sea is part of that expansion. - N
Vietnam’s claim to almost all the islands of the South China > 15 b&5 .
! on history, effective occupation and security. (Cadrie A Thres ¥imere: Somges 0 ¢ S0
o Like China, \lemam s

b China Sea, Fast Asia Forum, 2017, online at hnpw’.'@v-ichmih‘bmm.
. - . . ac - | . o
historical links to the islands of the area and argues char 1¢ has been ruling oves

them—the Paracels and the Spratlys in particular—since the sevenzeenth SERTUY.
, . - - = T - -

Hanoi also put forth the effective occupation or SOVEIEIZATY factor. Effecave
| precedent stipulated by the Permanent Court of Arbizazon.

occupation 1s a
defined by “an ability and intention to exercise contnuous and uninrerruprd

jurisdiction”. According to this stipulation, the Paracel and Spradv Islands are
Vietnam’s territories and had been under its direct jurisdiction undl the Chinese
forcefully occupied them. Vietnam also believes that the sovereignty of a coastal
state (such as itself) lawfully extends to the adjacent belt of sea referred to as the
territorial sea and this applies to all the islands in the South China Sea. Finally.
Hanoi argues that its national security would be compromised i the islands were
militarised by any other state in general and China in paracular. Similary: iz sees
the sea’s resources (oil, gas and fisheries) as essendal for national development.
Cumulatively speaking, Vietnam has a major claim over the islands ia the South

[

a Sea that cannot be dismissed as frivolous. Its case is as solid as thar of
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China’s, if not more.

The Philippines lays claim to some islands in the S
geographical proximity and its argument

i1, CNA Corporation Arlington, 2

Philsppine Claims in the South China Sea: A Legal Analys
cmaorg As an archipelagic state, its juris
which includes the Spratly Island

Shoal on similar grounds. While Indonesia is not af

South China Sea, it claims the Natuna
Islands and the surrounding waters.
(Aaron L Connclly, Jndonesia in the South China Sea:
Going st Alone, Lowy Institute, Sydney, 2010, online
at_haps://wwwlowyinstitute.org) The Chinese
Nine-Dash Line includes the Natuna
waters, which Indonesia considers
farferched. Jakarta calls the Natuna
Islands and the waters surrounding
them as the Natuna Sea. Malaysia
and Brunei claim some islands of
the South China Sea saying they fall
within their exclusive economic zones
as stipulated by UNCLOS. () Ashley
Roach, Malaysia and Brunei: An Analysis of thesr Claims in
the Soush China Sea, CNA Corporation, Arlington, 2014,
online ar haps/iwwwenzorg) The Malaysian
government also claims a dozen or so

diction extends to the

5. The Philippines also ¢l

UTH CHIMA SEA

outh China Sea based on

fl’)f'(,‘cf‘lllA (Mark I Rogen
4, online at hlrps://wwW,

acent belt of sea,
aims the Scarborough
{ the dispute over the

According to the USEIA, the

South China  Sea contains
approximatcly 11 billion barrels
[ and 190 tef of natural gas

though simple is

adj

yart 0

of o1
reserves. 1he USGS estimates
that yet-to-be explored  areas

of the sea contain between five
and 22 billion barrels of oil and
between 70 and 290 tcf of gas.
The area is believed to have an
abundance of fish with at least
3365 known species of marine
life and roughly 12 per cent of the
world’s total fishing catch worth

US $21.8 billion.

Spratly Islands, which contain deposits of gas, oil as well as fisheries. Brunei,
. silent stakeholder in the South China Sea, claims a rectangular chunk of the
disputed area. Maritime features such as Bombay Castle, Louisa Reef, Owen
Shoal and Rifleman Bank fall within Brunei’s exclusive economic zone, which
lies upon its continental shelf. Succinctly, the South China Sea has numerous
ato'lls, cays, islands, reefs, sandbars and shoals and six major littoral countries
claim all, some ora few of them. The moot point is-that their claims overlap
illl(ih tehzr Z:f:ﬁpfg:il;i:r:; ;I;i ;:;terdaims arhe the main sources of tension
P appeat to a:fe some valid proof to back
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THE ENERGY ESTIMATES

It is difficult to assess the energy reserves 0 the South Chin2 Sea dueto exren_swe
geological, political and technological factors. Nonetheless: there are s€ve

' i iv of ‘esint ources
estimates about the type, quanuty and qualicy of reserves i the area. Theres 7
ording to the United States Energy

may be dubbed as proven and provable. Acc '
Information Administradion (USELA), ses G 2013, online = b*@tﬂ'x‘_xi-
oo the South China Sea contains approximarely 1 1 billion barrels of 0.11 and 190
wrillion cubic feet (xcf) of natural gas reserves. Another entty; the United States

T ; b
4 ooy Projecs, 2010, online at hrepsy WL IS

Geological Survey (USGS) (Worid Prarsicurs Reswares 45 . =
gov) estimates that yet-to-be explored areas of the sea contain betwf?en ﬁ:«*e' anal
29 billion barrels of oil and between 70 and 290 tcf of gas. The China Naton 1

Offshore Qil Corporation esumates thar the ver-to-be explored part of the South 3
China Sea holds approximately 125 billion barrels of oil and 500 wcf of ITaEUIal

_The estimates for the disputed areas ar also revealing. USEILA (#i2 esumares
thar although the Spratly region contains virrually no proven of provable reserves
it does contain significant deposits of hydrocarbons. The USGS (i) believes that
the Spratly area holds berween 0.8 and 5.4 billion barrels of oil and between
76 and 55.1 tcf of natural gas as undiscovered resources. As t0 the Paracels, the
USEIA ¢t believes they do nor have significant discovered conventonal oil
and gas fields and thus no proven or provable reserves. In this connection, it is
important to mention thar the lirroral countries are vylng more for the Spratly
and Paracel Islands than any other island.

The littoral countries are also eyeing the fish reserves of the South China Sea.
(Masinn Tsiches, Saving th S Chona Sea Fisbery: Tome o hsernasiomalise, National Secusiey College, Australian Nadonal
University, Caberrs, 2017, online at herps://nsc.crawford anu-edu.au) The area is believed to have an
Jbundance of fish with at least 3,365 known species of marine life and roughly 12
per cent of the worlds total fishing carch worth US $21.8 billion. The fish reserves/
fisheries are extremely important for the littoral countries for several reasons. First,
these states are among the most reliant on fish as sources of nutrients and fisheries
are viewed as imperative for reducing malnutition among their populations.
Second, the fisheries provide employment to about 3.7 million people excluding
gﬁ:i@dﬁd Silﬁflcﬁ;klunng This is. perhap.s the most immediate and interestung
Tl o Cve];l : a Sea whlcb rcccﬂwes little attendon from academics,
i ars policy analysts. Third, 55 p;z cent of global maritime fishing
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vessels operate in the South

decline. No littoral country <an rvade 163
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! tragedy—the number of fish caught
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fisheries—a living resource—are worth mo

the food security of the coastal populations nusm
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b are a critical part of the dispute in the South € hing ea.
)
' THE MARITIME (TRADE) ROUTE

he South China Sea hosts som

the world. iZews Yang, “The F1
W12, ppl 3744

Besjmg Law Review, vol3, no3,
half of global liquefied natural gas
(LNG) passes through it. The Strait
of Malacca, a narrow maritime enclave
adjacent to Indonesiz, Malaysia and
Singapore, is 2 bortleneck through
which nearly half of the world’s annual
merchant fleet tonnage passes with the
majority continuing onto the South
China Sea. As per estimates of Japan's
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport, nearly 94,000 vessels passed
through the Malacca Strait in 2004
out of 607,000 global ocean going
vessel movements. In 2010, the United
Nations Conference on Trade and

5
o
>

strait.

¢ of the most importan

cedom of Waigauon 10

Almost a third of

¢ trade routes i0
fdead ar 4 Yy

b oty Chin 755
g]ob’dj‘ crude oil and over
The Strait of Malacca, 15 2
bottleneck through which
nearly half of the world’s annual
merchant fleet tonnage passes
with the majority continuing
onto the South China Sea. As per
estimates, nearly 94,000 vessels
passed through the Malacca Strait
in 2004 out of 607,000 global
ocean going vessel movements. In
2010, 4.8 billion tonnes or nearly
half of the world’s maritime trade
passed through the strait.

Development (Reiew of Marisime Transpors, 2010, online as hueps://uactad.org) estimated that 4.8
billion tonnes or nearly half of the world’s maritime trade passed through the

In addjtic?n, the USEIA (i has stated that a large share of oil from the Persian
Gulf and Africa passes through the South China Sea. To be more specific, about

VoL 23 NoO 3 71
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cont Hows through the Strait of
ra-Southeast Astan
of atl crossed
Malavsia and
Sea ro China

through the sea cach day. Of this, over 90 per
Malacea, while the remaining 10 per cent comes fram tl
bout 15.2 million barrels
| at erminals W

¢t

regional trade zone. In 2011, a per day

the strait. A large proportion of it is processes ‘
Singapore and then shipped out agan through the South China o
Japan and South Korea. Morcover, crude oil also fows inta the disputed Fome
from surrounding countries such as Malavsia (0.4), Indonesia (0.3) and Austrabia

4 ix tef of LNG e 1 bhal LNG passed through
(0.2). In 2011, around six tef of LNG or aver half of global LNG passed L} l: S
‘ Fchi " - China. J: N ored
it. About 56 per cent of this volume was imported by ¢ hina, Japan, South Rete

her account for

and Taiwan. Qatar, Malaysia, Indonesia and Australia toget
almost 75 per cent of all LNG exports to the region. Ghven the dcp‘c‘.x}dmct Qf
regional economies on energy mpores and the South China Sea n‘mmzm‘e route
as the only viable option, the volumes of vessels with oil and s \\?u com?nue w0
increase. China, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan also use this mannme hxgh\\“:z}'
to export their finished products to the rest of the \\?awrldwixlcl?dxng o :\:q.L
Europe and North America. Thus, the South China Sea maritime route ¥ &
lifeline for regional economies and disruptions therein could throw them oft

balance and jeopardise the world economy 8 well.

H
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CHINA'S STRATEGIC CONCERNS

hina's growing assertiveness in the South China Sea flows from a combination
- of factors—economic, political and geostrateguc. The latter factor however

trumps all others.

The Economic Factor

While economics largely explains Chinas growing assertiveness in the
South China Sea, it does not go far enough. The Chinese economy has been
experiencing rapid growth since the beginning of market reforms in 1978, The
gross domestic product (GDP) grew nearly 10 per cent a vear on QR <
historical record. As a result, the country has been able to litt about 30Q willion
people it of poverty. Although the GDP growth has slowed down sinee 2012
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ATTAR RABBANI

while huge investments 10

clopmenta.l aid de

ic concerns and not merely

¢ South China Sea. Thus,

the most

monstraté

questioning UNCLOS’s jurisdiction,

patrols and
littoral countries and unconditional offers of dev

its resolve to protect core national interests. Strateg

ing’s moves in th

economic necessities influence Beij
gic concerns seefl

while the economic factor is indeed important, Strate

momentous.

The Political Factor

¢ China’s growing assertiveness.
Jlism which has been rising

ce Kia Lim, Three Waves of Nationalism i
010, online at

y Afro—

Likewise, the political factor is also crucial fo

This has three subsets with the first being nation

and shows little signs of dissipating. (Lijua ¥aog and Ch
Consequences, East Asia Institute, Singapore, 2

Presentations and
heepi//wwwvcai.nus.cdusg) 1 DS is nOt uniquely Chinese phenomenon and man
Asian and Latin American countries are also reeling under extreme nationalistic
rendencies these days. Chinese nationalism however seems more nuanced, due
to certain intrinsic peculiarities such as enormous size, deep sense of humiliation
at the hands of smaller neighbours (imperial Japan), unmatched ancient cultural
accomplishments and a vibrant development paradigm. The cumulative effect
of these apparently disjointed factors is a far stronger and smarter nation.
Thus, China’s growing assertiveness in the South China Sea is a reflection of its
newfound strength—economic, military, political, social and technological. The
second political subset is the on-going project of territorial integration, which
the Chinese embarked upon as soon as the communist regime took charge in
1949. The project initially included the renegade territories of Taiwan and Tibet
but now includes the islands of the South China Sea as well. Although China

has had some cultural, economic and historical connections with the islands, 1ts
b

Contemporary China: Sources, Themes,

claim today is expressly political.

The third political subset is bureaucratic, which connotes the administrative
appa.ra.tus’s entrenched interests. The bureaucracy generally comprises career
admlnlstraFors, the military brass, professional managers and technocrats as
W:;llfcas. rct;lred government and communist party officials. These actors boast
fh ss.lo:m:;:::vfc;r"kj an(cii offer [?ol.my advice. In addidon, via the mass media.

A ured prescriptions and try o*mﬂgqncei..poljcy discussions.

- Govt.
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CHINA'S HEGEMONY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

Over ume. the bureaucracies handling spheres such as economic, home and
security affairs, position themselves as credible policy analysts, study centres
or think-tanks. This phenomenon again is not unique to China and is true of
such systems all over the world even within the parliamentary and presidential

forms of government. Bureaucracies
penetrate  governing  structures o
lobby for pardcular policy options.
Strictly speaking this is not illegal or
undemocratic as long as lobbyists play
by the rulebook and are transparent
about it. The problem however
arises when lobbyists (encouraged by
entrenched elements) promote or push
for opdons, which affect or are likely
to affect national interests adversely in
the long run. The Chinese bureaucracy
is no different and reportedly enjoys
profound influence over policymaking
systems, especially in the defence,
economic and foreign policy domains.

China has concluded or is close
to concluding agreements for
establishing military bases with
Brunei in the east, Cambodia
in the south, Pakistan in the
west and other willing partners
in between like Bangladesh,
Myanmar and Sri Lanka. In
short, it is on a spree of military
expansion across Asia to rival
American influence. Although
Beijing refutes reports of military
expansion in the region that is
precisely what it is up to. '

The dominant narrative surrounding the islands of the South China Sea is also

deeply influenced by this factor. (Susan V Lawrence and Michael F Martin, Understanding Chinass
Political System, Congressional Research Service, Washingron DC, 2012, online at hrps:/fas.org)

In short, the political factor with its rather domestic distinctions—
nationalism, political expediency and entrenched bureaucracy—is a significant
ingredient. However, it only partly explains China’s growing assertiveness in the
South China Sea. The geostrategic factor is probably the most important of all.

The Geostrategic Factor

The geostrategic factor comnotes identification of long-term or overall aims
aud interests and the means to achieve them. It invariably also relates to gaining

Auraneg
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| interesting

political gains are also wott
! ' ive. Wh . ahle has severd
calculations are always INVASIVE. While the strategle variable has sever: e
¢ relevant ones—the present
| full tcmtonal

only the chree mos
¢ of China, its yet-
ace of power in th

aspects, this paper considers '
N . e realisec
on-going military encirclemen to-be 1€
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e DPacific. Beijing primar'i y

sential for nati
s the presenc
cc by all possib
ive includes €€

integmtim\ and a favourable
Jesires the latter in the Asta— Pacihica

The only serious challenge t securt

2 wants to reduce A
Chinese pchpcct

nd considers it es
ng this regton 1
mertcan influen

e of
l[e means.

military and Chin :
g uring the

One indispensable method from the
South China Sea.

Beijing appears to be re
in the Pacific—investment
investing huge capital in the countries 0
them in a complex but gainful dependence.
Singapore of South Korea, the closest US all

process of regional economic integration spearh
The Economist, at htrps://www.ciu.com

ument for buying loyalty. Likewise,
latforms for establishing military bases in

the Pacific but also across Asia. The South China Sea appears t© be
the current area of atrention. China has concluded ot is close to concluding
cements for establishing military bases with Brunei in the €ast, Cambodia
in the south, Pakistan in the west 1nd other willing partners in between like
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka. In short, it is on a spree of military
expansion across Asia t0 rival American influence. Although Beijing refutes
reports of military expansion in the region that is precisely what it is up to.
China has been also using intimidation as a tactic against reluctant regional
states .suc}.l as Bhu‘tan, Indonesia, Nepal, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. The
;rgilzrix;ldiixtleg I;icnti;:s sdc; pf?; :lzxt/iccb::: relatively moderate in the form of punitive
loans, withholding) supply of agr ;Qre, tempora'ry halc of deve'lo.p ment aid/
P Hoizver [gh:e Lizims (()ir equ19ment, downsizing planned
become hard and permanen; if B ml .. h g could
of investment, expansion or inti e%ﬁng' ' e el R
T i uirlllL ation are designed to turn the balance of
: will be not ogly slow and frustrating bur also

A ey }
(54T

lying on three main strategies 0 curtail. US influence
expansion and intimidation: China has bt'een
f the Asia—Pacific in an effort to bind
No Pacific country, including Japan;
ies, has been able to escape the
caded by China. (‘One Belt One Road:
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CHINAS HEGEMONY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

challenging and dangerous. The fact however remains that the Chinese need
to turn the balance of power in their favour if they are to atrain security in the

1‘801011

Another auxiliary issue influencing Chinas behaviour is the inconclustve

or as yet-to-be completed process of territorial integration and the potential

impediments to it. All Chinese leaders
since political independence in 1949
have invariably pursued the process
of territorial integradon. Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Tibet, Xinjiang and
the islands of the South China Sea

are considered the key elements of

the integration project. While Hong
Kong, Tibet and Xinjiang are already
part of the mainland, Taiwan and the
islands of South China Sea remain

to be absorbed. Beijing has made it

plain that both are integral parts of

its territory and if deemed necessary

China has avoided confirming
characterisations such as being a
rival of the US. However, given
the sheer scale of itsachievements,
it is widely believed that it will
eventually replace the US as the
world’s most powerful nation. In
addition, the centre of gravity as

the economy, military,
power politics and technology
has already shifted to Asia. This
is acknowledged as a sure sign of

’ it would use force to win them back. China’s primacy in world affairs.
’ Their inclusion is considered non-negotiable, as it is a critical element of national
y security, economic growth and resurrection of the glorious imperial history.
N The South China Sea islands and surrounding waters are crucial as potential
military platforms, plausible points of strategic surveillance and sites of energy
) reserves. Conversely, if they remain loosely controlled floating points where any
y ship or submarine could dock, dig for narural gas or oil and spy upon the coastal
y areas of littoral countries, they would pose a grave danger to Chinese interests
. and this cannot be allowed. Moreover, if the US and its allies in the region move

in and out without questions being asked, it could be construed as Beijing’s
weakness. Thus, the South China Sea islands and surrounding waters are oo

precious to lose.

Finally, the current on-going military encirclement of China is also an
umportant strategic aspect. The rise of China as an economic superpower,

military giant and strategic compettor has unsettled a number of regional as
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) in Asia and elsewhere. |

) Tis in this context that the US STRUegi Maneeuvies t Asta shoukd be .\vwmﬂ.
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L The obvious partaen ate Japan. South

redrawing new strategic partnerships in A
) Korea and Australia and these are the coutie
and worried about China’s influcnee on thetr national sevunty an
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\ of power in the reglon. Japan and South Korea host teas of thousands ot US
< military bases outside the U

military personnel. They have the largest Amerie
) homeland, which have been a bone of contention between
and Washington. The Chinese have abwayy expressed displeasure at the presence

Reijing. Seoul, Tokyo

)
\ of the US military in the Pacihic. In the same veinn the US has been trving o wia
over other countries like Cambodia, ladia, lndonesia, the Philippines, Singapore
) 2nd Vietnam. It already conducts joint military exercises with these countnies and
) has been selling huge quantities of weapons to thenu. The US, Japan, Seuth Norea,
> Australia and India have conducted extensive joint military exervises in the ladian
- Ocean and all are deeply sceptical about Beijings goals. ln @ nueshell, the U has
) been slowly but surely militarising Asia and trving to encircle China with allianees
) in the guise of strategic partnerships.
’ .Viéwed fIOX‘{l‘ a r‘nilirary perspective. though not tormally acknowladged.
? China is now militarily surrounded by the US trom East to West Asta. What

5 Beijing to do in such a sutfocating scenario i notactively seek to butld as many
~, outlying platforms as possible to counter the US led provocative enctrclemens

. China’s growing assertiveness i : 5 .
) o gal AS.g assertiveness in the South China Sea and elsewhere (tor example
in Centr Sk icr A b ‘ .

, o ia through the Pakistan-Afghanistan corridor) torms part of 4

ancin : tas . " s :
; g 88 nglt}igy and lies at the heart of its claims over the slands n the Nouth
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> securi er variables such as economic dividends. the maritime wuwe and
' cutity are secondary ta nressing seea iR

R ondary to pressing stratggil concerns.
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CHINA’S HEGEMONY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA \

CLOSING REMARKS

: . , ‘ .
he South China Sea and its resource rich waters are extremely important t

the concerned parties and all have legitimate claims. The re
the busiest maritime hubs in the world and regional economics wi

adversely if the disputes worsen for whatever reason. All regional countries
es resolved peacefully: However,

untries to the area by claiming
nturies. Other littorals have
side world is also worried

gion is one O

[l be affected

would therefore like to see the various disput
China has angrily rejected the claims of other co
the precedent of historical jurisdiction spanning ce
put forth similar premises to back their claims. The out
about the possible effects of conflicting caims and counterclaims and the
continuing unilateral expansion by the Chinese. The most important variable
affecting Beijing’s behaviour is 1ts long-term strategic security COnCerns. Other
variables such as economic dividends and maritime resources are significant but
not central to its interests. China will probably eventually be the hegemon of the
South China Sea given its growing influence | the Asia—Pacific and around the

world 8
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